
 
 

Sunday 14th June 2020       

 
Compiled by Rev Liz Singleton 

 

This act of worship has been prepared for you to use at home.  Why not spend a few moments 

with God, knowing that other people are sharing this act of worship with you.     

 

 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 

Worship the Lord with gladness. 

Come before him, singing with joy.    Psalm 100: 1 -2 

 

 

Hymn     All people that on earth do dwell (StheF 1, H&P 1) 

 

1 All people that on earth do dwell,   4 For why, the Lord our God is good; 

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice:   his mercy is for ever sure; 

him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell;  his truth at all times firmly stood, 

come ye before him and rejoice.   And shall from age to age endure. 

 

2 The Lord, ye know, is God indeed;   5 To Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 

without our aid he did us make:   the God whom heaven and earth adore, 

we are his folk, he doth us feed;   from earth and from the angel host 

and for his sheep he doth us take.   be praise and glory evermore.      

 

3 O enter then his gates with praise; 

approach with joy his courts unto;     William Kethe  (d 1594) 

praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

for it is seemly so to do. 

 

 

Prayer: 

Lord of reality, we come to give you thanks. 

Thanks for the support of family and friends, 

and for the assurance that you are with us, day by day, 

even when we don’t recognise your presence. 
Thanks for the deep hope that undergirds all human life, 

and for your constancy, guiding us through  

the confusion, uncertainty and change around us. 

Thanks for the faith you have in us, calling us into partnership with you. 

Lord of reality, we come to give you thanks  

as we praise your holy name. 

Amen 



Reading Matthew 9: 35 – 10: 8      NLT 

 

Jesus travelled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues and 

announcing the Good News about the Kingdom.  And he healed every kind of disease and 

illness.  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, “the harvest is great, but 
the workers are few.  So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send 

more workers into his fields.” 

 

Jesus called his twelve disciples together and gave them authority to cast out evil spirits and 

to heal every kind of disease and illness.  Here are the names of the twelve apostles: 

 

First, Simon (also called Peter), 

Then Andrew (Peter’s brother), 
James (son of Zebedee), 

John (James’s brother), 
Philip, 

Bartholomew, 

Thomas, 

Matthew (the tax collector), 

James (son of Alphaeus), 

Thaddaeus, 

Simon (the zealot), 

Judas Iscariot (who later betrayed him). 

 

Jesus sent out the twelve apostles with these instructions: “Don’t go to the Gentiles or the 
Samaritans, but only to the people of Israel – God’s lost sheep.  Go and announce to them 
that the Kingdom of Heaven is near.  Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, 

and cast out demons.  Give as freely as you have received!” 

 

 

Reflection 

 

   The priesthood of all believers starts here.  There is good fruit to gather and rewarding 

work to be done and these words from Matthew’s gospel introduce us to the people who are 

going to be the first to engage in this new pattern of being God’s people.  ‘The harvest is 
great, but the workers are few.’  Jesus described himself in v38 as ‘the Lord of the harvest’.  
It was the harvest that moved him to leave the beauty of heaven and come to a world of 

uncertainty and despair.  ‘The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost’ 
he said.  (Luke 19:10).  And so the twelve were commissioned to be part of this exciting, new 

kind of ministry, and so are we!  Jesus is still the Lord of the harvest and he is still calling for 

workers to join him in sowing the seed of the gospel and harvesting the fruit. 

 

   We are all ministers and we all have a part to play in God’s mission and I wonder if we’ve 
lost sight of that.  We are involved in God’s mission, not our mission.  Over these weeks of 
lockdown I have been reflecting a lot on what it means to be God’s Church and how that 
might look as our pattern of doing things is changed by COVID-19 restrictions and 

limitations.  As part of my reading I came across the story of Rear Admiral Robert Peary, an 

American naval officer and explorer.  At the end of a long day on one of his many 

expeditions to the North Pole Peary took a bearing and was perplexed to discover that he was 



farther south than he had been when he set out at the beginning of the day.  It turned out that 

he had been travelling on a huge ice floe which the ocean currents were pulling south at a 

faster rate then Peary’s dog team were moving north.  He was going in the roughly the right 

direction but getting farther from his goal.  Could the same be said of us?  Have we been so 

busy attempting many tasks, following many teaching programmes, moving in different 

directions, that we’ve actually moved further and further away from the goal – sowing the 

seed of the gospel and harvesting the fruit. 

 

   The experience we are living through at the moment is surreal but it could also be a gift.  

We have been given time.  The twelve apostles were sent out with nothing but the assurance 

of Jesus and the presence of God.  Through twelve men who traipsed around the countryside 

with no money and no spare clothes people came to hear and to see the compassion of Christ 

and the hope to be found in, and through, him.   

 

   The harvest is great but the labourers are few.  Perhaps in this time we have been given we 

can be part of the answer to Jesus’ words and not part of the problem.  We could even take 
some risks - pick up the phone to call someone; put pen to paper; send an email; share the ‘At 
Home’ service sheet with a neighbour; pray; read our bibles and talk with one another about 

what we’ve read.  And now consider doing the same but think about someone who wouldn’t 
be the first on your list to ring up or to write to - that person you struggle with; the relative 

who no-one else in the family ever contacts; one of our Circuit young people or lay staff 

members; your MP; your surgery.  Give them a word of encouragement and assure them of 

your prayers.  For from each little seed faith can grow. 

 

   The priesthood of all believers started with the twelve, it continues here.  There is good 

fruit to gather and rewarding work to be done.  My prayer is ‘Here I am, Lord, send me’.  Is 
yours the same? 

 

How do you respond to the idea of working with Jesus to gather the fruit of the harvest? 

As you consider this read through, or sing to yourself, the words of ‘Make me a channel of 
your peace.’ 
 

 

 

Make me a channel of your peace 

 

1 Make me a channel of your peace.   3 Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me bring your love; It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

where there is injury, your pardon, Lord;  in giving to all men that we receive, 

and where there’s doubt, true faith in you:  and in dying that we’re born to eternal  
O Master, grant that I may never seek      life. 

so much to be consoled as to console;  O Master, grant that I may never seek… 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love with all my soul.     

 

2 Make me a channel of your peace.    Sebastian Temple (1928-1997) 

Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope;   from the Prayer of St Francis 

Where there is darkness, only light; 

And where there’s sadness, ever joy: 
O Master, grant that I may never seek….. 



Let us pray together: 

 

Lord God, the disciples were sent out without a training course or a manual. 

They were told not to take extra clothes, or food, but to rely on your provisions. 

They felt vulnerable, and so do we. 

May we have the confidence to depend completely on you 

rather than relying on our own resources. 

Help us to reap your harvest, Lord, 

that we might spread your word to those who have never heard of your name 

and offer your comfort to those who are struggling. 

Help us to reap your harvest, Lord, 

that we might encourage those whose faith is weak 

and respond to the needs of others. 

 

We pray today for all who are isolated and alone; 

for those we know who are ill or in pain; 

for those who are finding the current situation stressful; 

and for all who are working to bring comfort, healing and compassion. 

We pray that we will know when the answer to our prayers rests with us 

and that we will have the trust, courage and faith to reap you harvest. 

 

In Jesus name we pray. 

Amen 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

‘If the Christ’  by Pat Marsh 

 

If the Christ were here before me now  let yourself     

his heart would look on me    be totally mine,   

with such unwavering love,    fully, wholeheartedly, without  

his gaze enfold me            condition, 

in forgiving peace,     unreservedly mine. 

his countenance beckon me 

to respond      Come. 

       Come and see. 

and in the still pools of his steady eyes 

would be a look of deepest longing, 

a holding embrace 

that longs for me 

to want 

all he desires to do in me, 

 

a look that says 

please come, my child, 

and let me work in, live through, you; 

let me enable all I may accomplish in your life, 

 

 



Hymn    I, the Lord of sea and sky    (StheF 663 / MP 857) 

 

1 I, the Lord of sea and sky,    3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I have heard my people cry.    I will tend the poor and lame. 

All who dwell in dark and sin    I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save.     My hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night,   Finest bread I will provide 

I will make their darkness bright.   Till their hearts are satisfied. 

Who will bear my light to them?   I will give my life to them.   

Whom shall I send?     Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord.     Here I am Lord……… 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord,       Daniel L Schutte (b 1947) 

if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain; 
I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am Lord……… 

 

 

Blessing: 

 

Carry us on eagles’ wings, living God, 
that we may be supported by your light and joy 

through pain and grief. 

 

Carry us on eagles’ wings, living God, 
into places where your gentle touch of laughter 

and your caress of grace, 

can bring renewal, healing, and hope. 

 

 

 

 

Original material by Rev Liz Singleton 

 

Blessing from Companion to the Revised Common Lectionary 

   Julie Hulme   (published by Epworth Press 1998) 

 

‘If the Christ’ by Pat Marsh   published in ‘Silent Strength’  Inspire (2005) 



Notices: 

Okehampton and Area Befriending Service are looking for volunteers to be ‘phone friends’ to 
some of their clients.  The commitment is for no more than an hour a week at your 

convenience.  Full support and training will be given - you will require a DBS for this 

role.  Many of the clients just want someone to talk to and share their present and past 

experiences.  They may be suffering from mental health - physical illness – loneliness and 

just need a friend. 

We support clients from Okehampton and Hamlets and all the outlining villages.  

At this current time we have quite a few men requiring support as well as a few women. Jean 

Daniel from Iddesleigh Methodist Church co-ordinates this service - if anyone if interested 

and would like some more information please contact her on: 

 07929172816 or email jean@communitylinks-sw.co.uk  

 

Church Buildings Opening 

Despite what the media are saying it is not anticipated at present that our Methodist 

buildings will be opening in the near future.  The current restrictions placed on public 

gatherings, together with the required COVID-19 risk assessments, building checks and 

necessary cleaning involved, mean that reopening means much more than simply unlocking 

the doors.  It is hoped that further advice and guidance will be given from the Connexional 

team and Methodist Insurance in the coming weeks.  Church stewards will be updated as 

necessary. 

 

Our offerings 

These weekly services do not include an offering. Should you wish to continue to give to the 

work of God in your community and across the Circuit and you have access to online 

banking you may wish to consider setting up a monthly standing order (your church 

treasurer can give you the necessary account details).  Or perhaps a pledge to send a cheque 

or to put a certain amount aside regularly during this period when we are unable to meet, 

and let your treasurer know.   

 

INFUSION news 

During the pandemic, our Infusion Team have been doing what they can to adapt their work 

to continue to meet the needs of the children, young people and families in the West Devon 

area. To find out more specific details, head over to the circuit website to see what is on offer 

throughout the month. http://www.westdevonmethodists.org.uk/coronavirus-

support/children-families-and-youth-infusion/ 

THIS WEEK 

Sunday 14th June: 10am - 11am Sunday Slot (Online Sunday School for Children and 

Families) 

Monday 15th June: 11am - 12noon PAUSE: Parents (Coffee break for parents) 

Tuesday 16th June: 10:30am - 11:30am PAUSE: Parents 

Wednesday 17th June: 2pm - 3pm PAUSE: Parents 

Friday 19th June: 3pm-4pm START (Parents of young people and volunteers gathering) 

Sunday 21st June: 10am-11am Sunday Slot 

Sunday 21st June: 7pm-8pm Kree8 Online (Online Youth Gathering) 

Faith in the Movies:  TBC 

For more details about any of these activities, feel free to email info@infusionwestdevon.org 
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