
 
 

Sunday 2nd August 2020 

 
compiled by Vicki Brown  (Lay Assistant) 

 

This short act of worship has been prepared for you to use at home.  If you are well enough why not spend a few 

moments with God, knowing that other people are sharing this act of worship with you.     

 

 

In our separate homes we come together as one family. 

God, by his Holy Spirit unites us in our worship.  

May we draw close to you Lord, in spirit and in truth, 

Sensing your presence, praising your name and growing in  

Our relationship with you. Amen 

 

 

Hymn:   Come let us join      (StheF 743 / H&P 810) 

 

1 Come let us join our cheerful songs                        3  Jesus is worthy to receive 

With angels round the throne;               Honour and power divine; 

Ten thousand thousand are their tongues,            And blessings, more than we can give, 

But all their joys are one.              Be, Lord, for ever thine. 

 

2 ‘Worthy the Lamb that died’, they cry,            4 Let all creation join in one 

‘To be exalted thus!’               To bless the sacred name 

‘Worthy the Lamb!’ our lips reply,             Of him who sits upon the throne, 

‘For he was slain for us.’              And to adore the Lamb. 
                                            Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) 

 

 

 

Let us pray together: 

 

Creator God, you who birthed the universe by the power of your word, 

I worship you and praise your holy name. 

In awe and wonder, I try and fail to comprehend the vastness and variety 

of what you have brought into being. 

I worship you and praise your holy name. 

How amazing it is that in the midst of it all you see,  

know and love each and every person. 

You see, know and love me. 

I worship you and praise your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Dear God, 

you look deep inside us,  

seeing not only our outer but our inner needs. 

Have compassion on us, we pray. 

Feed us today from your holy word,  

and we will be filled.   Amen 

 



 

OT Reading       Isaiah 55 v 1-5 

 

Invitation to the Thirsty 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, 

    come to the waters; 

and you who have no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without cost. 

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

    and your labour on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 

    and you will delight in the richest of fare. 

Give ear and come to me; 

    listen, that you may live. 

I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 

    my faithful love promised to David. 

See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, 

    a ruler and commander of the peoples. 

Surely you will summon nations you know not, 

    and nations you do not know will come running to you, 

because of the LORD your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, 

    for he has endowed you with splendour.” 

 

 

A prayer of confession 

 

Sometimes Lord,  

I know I don’t listen properly to you. 

I’m easily distracted. 

Or I listen, but still go my own way,  

putting myself first. 

Forgiven by you, I can start anew. 

 

Sometimes, Lord, I don’t trust you  

to meet my needs, 

to take care of me, 

to feed me with food both physical and spiritual. 

Forgiven by you, I can start anew. 

 

Sometimes, Lord,  

I’m anything but prepared for my journey with you. 

Forgiven by you, I can start anew. 

 

Sometimes, Lord,  

I look for my own ways out of a situation, 

instead of seeking and trusting you. 

Forgiven by you, I can start anew. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Song:       Seek ye the Lord (Mission Praise 591) 

 

Seek ye the Lord all ye people,   And there is peace like a river, 

Turn to him while he is near,    And glory divine, 

Let the wicked forsake his own way,   If you’ll come to the water, 

And call on him while he may hear.   If you’ll taste of his wine, 

Ho, everyone who is thirsty,    There is love ever flowing, 

Come to the waters of life,    And joy ever full, 

Come and drink of the milk and the wine,  And there’s life ever lasting 

Come without money and price.   For us all. 

 
Joan Parsons © 1978 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 

 

NT Reading      Matthew 14 v 13-21 

 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the 

crowds followed him on foot from the towns.  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion 

on them and healed their sick. 

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting 

late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 

Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 

“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 

“Bring them here to me,” he said.  And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 

loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them 

to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples 

picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.  The number of those who ate was about 

five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

Reflection 

When we are under stress, it’s a natural reaction to need some “alone time” to process what is happening, to 

rest and regather our thoughts. Time away from distractions and demands. Time to recentre ourselves. Jesus 

was no different. He had just been told about the brutal murder of John the Baptist and while he may not 

have found the news a surprise, he was still hit by shock and grief. There was also the prospect of Herod’s 

forces targeting him next because of association and John’s followers were looking to Jesus for leadership. 

And so, Jesus found a solitary place. A place accessible by boat. Somewhere he could grieve and pray 

privately. 

Only the solitary place wasn’t solitary very long. Crowds of people walking miles to get to him. His quiet 

retreat turned into a mass gathering and moved by compassion, Jesus ministered to their needs.  

It’s understandable that the disciples wanted to reclaim the solitude of the place for Jesus. They had been 

there all day, no doubt they were all getting tired. Imagine how they felt at Jesus’ response to their very 

practical suggestion of sending the crowds away. Incredulous, inadequate and confused, but they still 

obeyed Jesus and asked among the people who had brought any food along.  

When we answer the calling to the Christian life, to follow the way of Jesus, to love God and love our 

neighbour, we begin to comprehend through his compassion, the enormity of the task. Jesus says to us all, 

“You give them something to eat.” Nourishment to the soul as well as to the body. Like the disciples, we 

might look at the task and feel utterly inadequate. How do we minister to people’s needs? There is no way 

we have the resources. Tell the crowds to go elsewhere. 

And yet, the disciples started where they were at. And after asking around, they came back with five loaves 

and two fish. To feed over five thousand people. It looked like a pathetic futile gesture. Laughable, really. 

Did Jesus laugh with derision at the meagre offering? No, he gave thanks and blessed it. An offering of love, 

accepted with love and blessed by love was given out in faith and became an abundance, feeding everyone. 

Little is much when God is in it. The pandemic has had many and varied effects upon our daily lives and 

society as we know it. This worship at home material came out of the question of how to maintain spiritual 

encouragement and a sense of fellowship within our circuit in lockdown. What can we do with what we 



have got? The whole way that we view and express our personal spirituality and belonging to a community 

of faith is undergoing changes because of Covid.  So let us seek God in prayer and ask him to guide us and 

bless us and whatever metaphorical loaves and fishes we have to hand. 

 

 

Let us pray together 

Lord, we pray today for those who have little or nothing in the way of food or shelter. 

For those who rely upon international aid and for those closer to home who have depended on foodbanks.  

Show us how to make a difference by our actions and meet their needs by your grace. 

We pray for those who produce food. That trade would be fair and resources not wasted or exploited.  

Grant us a renewed sense of respect and appreciation for what we eat. 

We pray for the weary, the sick and the grieving. 

May they know the peace and strength of your presence. 

We pray for ourselves. May we recognise the value of the smallest offering when given in your service. 

Guide and bless us as we seek to follow Jesus.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Hymn: Guide me O thou great Jehovah  (StheF 465 / H&P 437) 

1 Guide me O thou great Jehovah,   3 When I tread the verge of Jordan 

Pilgrim through this barren land;   Bid my anxious fears subside; 

I am weak but thou art mighty;   Death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

Hold me with thy powerful hand:   Land me safe on Canaan’s side: 

Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,   Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

Feed me now and evermore;    I will ever give to thee; 

Feed me now and evermore.    I will ever give to thee. 

 

2 Open thou the crystal fountain    William Williams (1717-1791) 

Whence the healing stream shall flow; 

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through; 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 

Be thou still my strength and shield; 

Be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

 

Blessing 

 

May God bless you in your homes and as you go out, 

may he keep you safe from harm. 

May God be a blessing to you and through you  

as your life touches others with his grace. 

The blessing of Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you 

and all who you hold dear. 

Amen. 
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