
 

 

 
 

Sunday 22nd November 2020 

 
Welcome to our service which has been prepared for Sunday 22 November.  Please feel able to use 

this act of worship whenever you want.  You may like to join in our service on YouTube, or use this 

for personal reflection on another day.  Many will be worshipping our wonderful God using this 

service, and we pray that our thoughts and prayers will all unite to Give Him The Glory, Great 

Things He Has Done.  

 

Continuing this thought we listen to or read the first part of  

 

Psalm 95 1 — 7 

O come, let us sing to the Lord; 

   let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

   let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  

For the Lord is a great God, 

   and a great King above all gods.  

In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

   the heights of the mountains are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, 

   and the dry land, which his hands have formed.  

O come, let us worship and bow down, 

   let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!  

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, 

   and the sheep of his hand.  

O that today you would listen to his voice! 

 

A prayer. 

We thank you our Father God for all the wonders of creation that constantly astound us and give us 

joy and pleasure. We thank you for the love of friends and family that endue us with a sense of 

belonging and security. We thank you for the scriptures that lead us to your Son our Saviour Jesus, 

and for the mercy and grace that flowed from Him and continually assures us that our sins are 

forgiven. Thank you that we are commissioned again to serve you in the newness of life He brings. 

Thank you for the gift of God the Holy Spirit, who is our teacher, companion, comforter  

conscience and friend.  

Ever present and wonderful God, we worship you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 

Hymn   O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness  (StheF 34 / H&P 505) 

1 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 

bow down before Him, His glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 

kneel and adore Him: the Lord is His name. 

 

2 Low at His feet lay your burden of carefulness, 

high on His heart He will bear it for you, 

comfort your sorrows, and answer your prayerfulness, 

showing the pathway your feet should pursue.  



 

 

3 Fear not to enter His courts in the slenderness  

of the poor wealth you would count as your own; 

truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 

these are the offerings to bring to His throne. 

 

4 These though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 

He will accept for the name that is dear; 

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 

trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear. 

 

5 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 

bow down before Him, His glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 

kneel and adore Him; the Lord is His name.            John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-75) 

      

The Lords Prayer  

 

NT Reading   Matthew 25: 31 - 46 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 

of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand 

and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 

was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 

care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when 

was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And 

when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And 

when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 

did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into 

the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 

and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will 

answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 

prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. ’ 

 

Reflection  

   I was rather hoping that the gospel for today’s lectionary reading would be a little easier to 

explain and understand than that of recent weeks. Perhaps a little less concerned with eternal 

exclusion, and more about inclusion; or maybe, just less of a challenge. Some hope! Today’s gospel 

reading we hear is good news for some but not for others, and I wonder how you feel about the fate 

of those who fail to recognise that Jesus Himself is within, and intrinsically part of all of those who 

put their faith in Him, be they prince or pauper. 

    

   An initial question may be “well who is Jesus’s family” are they people of faith and action, (see 

John chapter 8, 31-32) or are they those of hope and kindness, of need and humility, as portrayed in 

The Beatitudes (Matthew5,3-10) Honestly, I don’t think we shall ever know until it is revealed to us 

by the One who knows everything completely, including us. So, for now let’s look at those who 

Jesus pronounces righteous. We see by their response that they are surprised, having it would seem 



 

 

offered food, water, shelter, and kindness, to people they never expected anything from in return. 

This makes me think of Jesus when he fed five thousand plus people, some of whom had followed 

for perhaps dubious reasons, and we hear He said to the disciples “you give them something to eat” 

and together with Jesus they did; and not just the good and famous, not just the Jews or the elite 

Roman soldiers, not the women and children first, not the hungry working men, but anyone there 

was fed. Anyone, and more importantly, everyone. 

    

   I know there is a legitimacy in translating the Beatitudes found in the sermon on the mount into 

‘spiritual’ language, and perhaps we could do this to our reading today, and it works really well, 

remembering that Jesus describes Himself as The Bread of Life, and Living Water, so is it alright if 

we don’t worry about people’s physical needs, so long as we tell them about Jesus? St James in his 

epistle would certainly disagree, and I’m sure that Jesus does too. The kingdom of God is justice 

and joy, according to the hymn writer Bryn Rees, and as we read, the gospels in particular but all 

scripture also attests, that it is Eternal Life, not life after death, that Jesus came to establish and 

confirm for all mankind. 

I do not believe that we can honestly serve our Saviour, and ignore the physical need of people, nor 

can we exclude anyone from either gospel or grace or imagine ourselves to be more worthy of 

salvation than somebody else.  

    

   I don’t think you will need persuading by my arguments, I know that so many of you are 

compassionate and passionate about sharing your abundant blessings, but it’s worth remembering 

why Jesus came. In the weeks before Advent begins, let’s remember “that God so loved the world 

that He gave His only Son.” So loved the world! Not just the good upright citizens and the people 

who agree with us, but The World! all of us and all mankind; now I’m thinking that this all sounds 

as if I don’t believe in Salvation by Faith and Grace. Well, I most certainly do. Probably the most 

famous, well known verse in the Bible, is the one I have already partially quoted, and it sums up our 

faith in a perfect nutshell. John 3, 16. I hardly need to write it, I can hear you chorusing the words 

into the ether, but I will. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that whoever 

believes in Him, will not perish but have everlasting life’. And then verse 17. ‘For God did not send 

His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him’. 

    

   True faith is a living thing. It’s not a membership to an elite club, where if you pay your 

subscription, nobody cares if you attend. Faith is a relationship with God, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit that grows when we are in harmony and company with Him, and fizzles out when we are not. 

Colin Morris wrote in his diary of God, back in the sixties I think, and I have forgotten the exact 

date, but the gist is. ‘Wednesday 19th June, she says I am a long way off, well, who moved.’ 

Within our relationship with God, is the mystery of His perfect patience and love for us. We will, 

and do, so often fail, especially in our love and care for others. 

And yet our sins are forgiven, our failings washed away. That’s what The Cross of Jesus is about, 

what his blood has been shed for, but we must never take our salvation for granted. We haven’t paid 

for it, it was and is the most precious gift that was bought by Jesus, with His broken body- and His 

broken heart. Discipleship is to follow Him and become like Him.  

So, as we resolve to generously share, and give, and befriend, we will never know, just who it is, we 

will be helping.  

 

Hymn  The kingdom of God is justice and joy  (StheF 255 / H&P 139) 

 

1  The kingdom of God is justice and joy,  2 The kingdom of God is mercy and grace, 

for Jesus restores what sin would destroy;  the prisoners are freed the sinners find place, 

God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,             the outcast are welcomed God’s banquet to  

and here and hereafter His kingdom shall grow.                                                                   share, 

       and hope is awakened in place of despair.  



 

 

3 The kingdom of God is challenge and choice, 4 Gods kingdom is come, the gift and the goal, 

believe the good news, repent and rejoice !  in Jesus begun in heaven made whole; 

His love for us sinners brought Christ to His cross, the heirs of the kingdom shall answer His call, 

our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.  and all things cry glory to God all in all.   
         Bryn Rees (1911 - 1983) 

 

Prayers of intercession  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who bring Good News, who proclaim peace, 

who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “your God reigns!” 

Today Lord Jesus we want to be your messengers of peace and hope. 

Who shall we tell, is there someone near who doesn’t know You love them? Are there people we 

can help, who haven’t got enough to eat, 

or somewhere safe to live? Where are they Lord? Let us see their plight and hear their cries. Help us 

to respond to their needs.  

 

Thank you, Lord, that you have made it easy for us to help, as we pay our taxes which support so 

many. Help us to see this as a privilege and means to share the good things we have. May those who 

rely on alms be richly blessed, not only with material things, but with our love.  

 

Dear Lord, we know of family and friends who need healing, some are very ill, others are sad, 

missing loved ones and finding each day a struggle. Give us the grace we need to be there for them. 

To have the time and love they need and for those who have no-one, send us to be Good News, in 

Jesus’ precious name we pray. 

 

Dear Lord, we pray for peace throughout our world and we especially pray for America and all its 

peoples. Wherever there is conflict, we pray for peace. Wherever there is hurt, we pray for healing. 

Where there is distrust, we pray for honesty and trustworthiness. Where there is emptiness, we pray 

for the fulfilment of all your promises through our Lord and Saviour Jesus, in whose name we ask 

our prayers.   Amen 

 

Hymn A charge to keep I have   (StheF 658 / H&P 785) 

 

1 A charge to keep I have:    2 To serve the present age, 

a God to glorify;    my calling to fulfil; 

A never dying soul to save,    O may it all my powers engage 

and fit it for the sky;    to do my Master’s will! 

 

3Arm me with jealous care,    4 Help me to watch and pray,  

as in your sight to live;   and on yourself rely,  

and O your servant, Lord, prepare   so shall I not my trust betray, 

a strict account to give!   nor love within me die. 
        Charles Wesley (1707 – 88) 

 

Blessing  

Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus: 

Hear our prayers and be always with us. 

And when you come in your Glory: 

make us to be one with you and to share the life of your kingdom.  

     

words from Saviour Of the World (Common Worship) 

        Original material Angela Banfield 

          Songs published under CCLI No 558764 



 

 

Notices: 

CIRCUIT INVITATION COMMITTEE UPDATE – a message from Barbara 

Following a match from the stationing matching group, I contacted the minister to arrange virtual 

visits within our circuit.  On the final day the Circuit invitation committee met to discuss potential 

minister and we unanimously agreed to extend the invitation to him.  

I am therefore delighted to announce that our New Superintendent minister will be Rev Christopher 

(Chris) Jackson, subject to the Methodist Conference 2021. 

Chris and his wife Joanne are coming from The North of Scotland Methodist Mission, he has very 

rural roots and a breadth of experiences to bring to our Circuit.  Chris hopes to be able to visit in the 

springtime. 

Thank you to everyone involved in this process, particularly for the prayers. 

God bless regards 

Barbara Dalton 

Chair of Circuit Invitation Committee  

 

REV LIZ & PETER 

Having been through a similar process Rev Liz and Peter will be moving next August to the North 

Staffordshire Circuit in the Chester and Stoke District, subject to the Methodist Conference 2021. 

 

ADVENT 

Advent this year will be much quieter than usual without the traditional carol services, lunches, 

concerts etc but that perhaps gives us more space and time to reflect on, and prepare for, the 

celebration of the birth of Jesus.  There will be a number of things available during Advent to 

engage in if you wish to.  Our Sunday ‘At Home’ services will begin each week with the lighting of 

Advent candles.  There will be an ‘At Home’ Carol Service for you to watch at your own 

convenience (available from 13th December).  There will also be an ‘At Home’ service for 

Christmas Day.   

‘God Bless Us, Everyone’ - Rev Liz will be running an Advent study based on Charles Dickens’ 

‘A Christmas Carol’.  This will take the form of the ‘At Home’ services with a YouTube session, a 

printed accompaniment that can be used on its own, and the opportunity to meet on Zoom weekly to 

discuss together.  The first session will be distributed with the ‘At Home’ service next week.  You 

could prepare in advance by watching one of the many versions of this story on DVD or read/reread 

the story. 

‘Let every heart prepare him room’ -  an Advent Zoom meeting with Angela Banfield.  If you 

would like to join in please let Angela know you are interested, everyone will be very welcome.  

Phone or text Angela 07703 326573 or email. banfieldangela@gmail.com 

 

 


