
 

Sunday 25th July 
 

Compiled by Vicki Brown - Circuit Lay Assistant  
 

Opening words:   

We take this time to meet with you, Lord. 

In our homes, through the screen or written word, we meet together united by your Spirit. 

Awaken our senses to your presence, for you are here. 

You are here to forgive and heal, to teach and to bless. 

Open the eyes of our hearts that we may see you. 

All glory be to you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.     Amen 
  

Hymn: New Every Morning is the Love (StF 137 / H&P 636 / MP 480) 
 

1] New every morning is the love 

our wakening and uprising prove; 

through sleep and darkness safely brought, 

restored to life and power and thought. 
 

2] New mercies, each returning day, 

hover around us while we pray; 

new perils past, new sins forgiven, 

new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 
 

3] If on our daily course our mind 

be set to hallow all we find, 

new treasures still, of countless price, 

God will provide for sacrifice. 

 

Let us pray together: 

Loving Father God, 

We praise you for your faithfulness.  

Through every up and down of life you are always there, 

Holding us through it all. 

We come to you humbly,  

Aware of our actions and attitudes  

that have not shown your character in our lives. 

Forgive us we pray, 

Restore us to righteousness 

Through our Saviour, Jesus. 

May our lives sing out your melody 

Of love and grace. 

And may we joyfully follow in the steps of Jesus.     Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

  

A part of a psalm written by King David. A successful king who understands that his own kingdom and power is as 

nothing compared to God. It is God who provides all that we need, whoever we are and whatever our circumstance.  

4] The trivial round, the common task, 

would furnish all we ought to ask: 

room to deny ourselves; a road 

to bring us daily nearer God. 
 

5] Only, O Lord, in thy dear love, 

fit us for perfect rest above; 

and help us, this and every day, 

to live more nearly as we pray. 
 

                        John Keble (1792-1866) 

 



Reading: Psalm 145 v 10-18 (NIV) 

All your works praise you, LORD; your faithful people extol you. 

They tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, 
 so that all people may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendour of your kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. 
 

The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does.  

The LORD upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. 

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 

You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 
 

The LORD is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does. 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 
 

Song: My Jesus, my Saviour (StF 363 / MP 1003) 

Lord there is none like you 

All of my days, I want to praise 

The wonders of your mighty love 

My comfort, my shelter 

Tower of refuge and strength 

Let every breath, all that I am 

Never cease to worship You 

 

 

Reading: John 6 v 1-15 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd 

of people followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a 

mountainside and sat down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for 

these people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 

Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two 
small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand 

men were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they 

wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be 

wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those 

who had eaten. 

After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the 

world.” Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by 

himself. 
 

Reflection: 

     “Not enough resources.” It’s a phrase we are sadly used to. Whether it’s government spending, time, staffing levels, 

public or private sector.. Never enough to do what we want to do or think should be done. 

Who says “I have everything I need to do and be all I want to do and be”? Not many, I suspect. Never enough. 
     In our reading, Jesus is facing a dilemma. Thousands of people hungry in the middle of nowhere. What does he do?     

Send them home? A long walk where they still wouldn’t eat for hours. He had been giving them spiritual food and they 
were still hungry for more of that. 

     So he asks the question, what have we got? And up pops Andrew with a lad’s five loaves and two fish.  

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us sing 

Power and majesty, praise to the King 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 

At the sound of Your name 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands 

Forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in YOU 

                           Darlene Zschech (b.1965) 

 



     Is Jesus disappointed or even angry at such a lack of resources? No. He gives thanks. He blesses this little offering 

and gives it out. 

     Mark’s account tells us that Jesus gave the broken loaves to the disciples to give out. Imagine you are a disciple and 
you get half a loaf to distribute to the crowd. You have got the people to sit in groups and they’re waiting expectantly. 
It’s a flatbread, a tear and share. And somehow in the reaching out with what you have been given, tearing off a piece 

and giving it, the bread increases. Jesus gave thanks for what was there, he blessed it and gave it and there was enough. 

More than enough. When God blesses resources, however humble, amazing things can happen. 

     This miracle of breaking and giving is a pointer to the Cross. Jesus called himself the Bread of Life. The disciples 

shared the Last Supper with Jesus where he took the bread, gave thanks and broke it saying, “This is my body, broken 
for you.” In the breaking and giving the people are spiritually fed. Jesus reaches out to us with his sacrificial love and 

shares himself with us. Given to all, an inexhaustible supply of grace.  

     Jesus bids the hungry and thirsty to come to him. People hungry and thirsty for meaning and purpose. People hungry 

for peace, thirsty for joy. The resources that he has given to us are for sharing. And the more we give, the more we 

have left to give. Twelve baskets of leftovers from what originally would have barely topped a quarter of one basket. 

We have an abundant God. Hallelujah! 

 

Poem: Breadsong by Gerard Kelly 

It’s not in the bread 

But in the breaking 

That the mystery of God is told. 

It’s not in the seed 

But in the dying, 

Not in the treasure 

But in the digging for it. 

It’s not in the mountain 

But in its moving. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Song: The Lord’s my shepherd (StF 481 / MP 1008) 

1] The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in You alone, 

And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 

Let us pray together: 

Thank you, Lord, that we can trust you in all things. 

Even when we don’t understand, 
When we feel lost and alone, 

We can trust you. 

When we wander in the wilderness, 

Thank you that you are there by our side, 

 It’s in the giving 

That the gift becomes life; 

It’s in the living 

That the Word becomes flesh. 

It’s in this taking, 
This receiving, 

This sharing of a supper, 

This pointing to a future 

That is promised 

And paid for 

And pressed into our hands; 

It’s in this everyday mealtime 

miracle 

That the universe is born  

To new life. 

 

2] He guides my ways on righteousness, 

And he anoints my head with oil, and my cup, 

it overflows with joy,  

I feast on his pure delights. 
 

3] And though I feel the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one.  

For you are with me and Your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know. 
 

                  Stuart Townend (b. 1963) 

It’s not in the wine 

But in the pouring out 

That a new world is 

purchased 

For the weary. 

It’s not in the cross  
But in the crucified, 

Not in the nails 

But in the nailing. 

It’s not in the grave 

But in the rising from it. 

 



That you reach out and touch us 

With outstretched, open arms. 

Thank you, Lord, that we are safe with you. 

For you provide all we need, 

That which is ‘on earth’ and that which is eternal. Amen 
 

Father God, we remember those who are hungry. 

Hungry for food 

Hungry for peace 

Hungry for justice 

We remember those who we know who need your touch of grace 

For healing in body or mind 

For comfort in sorrow 

For your reassurance in times of uncertainty. 

May your blessing rest upon us all.     Amen 

 

Hymn: May the Mind of Christ my Saviour (StF 504 / H&P 739 /MP 463) 

1] May the mind of Christ, my Saviour, 

Live in me from day to day, 

By His love and pow’r controlling 

All I do and say. 
 

2] May the Word of God dwell richly 

In my heart from hour to hour, 

So that all may see I triumph 

Only through His pow’r. 
 

3] May the peace of God my Father 

Rule my life in everything, 

That I may be calm to comfort 

Sick and sorrowing. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you, 

The Lord make his face shine on you 

And be gracious to you, 

The Lord turn his face toward you  

And give you peace. 
 

And the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

The love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Be with us all, evermore.     Amen 
 

REFLECTIONS ON A METHODIST WAY OF LIFE - LEARNING AND CARING 

How does hospitality make you feel? In giving and receiving? 

When has something you considered a small gesture had an impact greater than expected? 

Would you say Jesus is a “cup half full, or cup half empty” person in how he looks at resources. Are you the same?  
 

Youtube - a recording of this week’s service is at:  https://youtu.be/iQZpMPUHHyM 
 

• Farewell Service for Rev. Liz - Saturday 24th July 7pm at Fairplace, Okehampton led by Rev. Graham Thompson. 

Bring & Share Supper          Livestream link: https://youtu.be/HzzEEjItJDE   

If there are technical issues follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKmEYX7BA6c3mFV9zQdxoIA 

• BBC Radio: Sunday 25th July at 8am Bridget Down and her family will be leading the service. The theme: The Welcome of 

the Farmhouse Kitchen Table to be broadcast across all Local Radio stations nationally. 

 

4] May the love of Jesus fill me 

As the waters fill the sea; 

Him exalting, self abasing, 

This is victory. 
 

5] May I run the race before me, 

Strong and brave to face the foe, 

Looking only unto Jesus 

As I onward go. 
    

         Katie Barclay Williamson (1859-1928) 

And as we think of the tear and share loaf 

and our calling as disciples of Christ 

We pray: 

Generous and loving God, 

We tear up violence 

And share out peace. 

We tear up fear 

And share out joy. 

We tear up poverty 

And share our food. 

We tear up cruelty 

And share out kindness. 

We tear up all that divides 

And share our love for Jesus.     Amen 

 

Original material by Vicki Brown       

Songs published under CCLI No 558764 
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